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Four Years After^So Who Really Killed JFK? 



■ - • ' 



.‘Post Has Purported ‘fyla- 
| j or New Study’ 



•f By DON BACON 

... (The Tlmes-PIcayune Notional Service) 

1 WASHINGTON — Just four 

! years ago, an assassin— or were 

• there more than one?— took the 
life of President John F. Ken- 

• nedy. 

This week, as sort, of an an- 
^vers^y gesture, the Saturday 
Evening Post is featuring on 
its cover a ghostly picture of 
the late. Bresident>together. with 
a story inside that purports to 
be “a major new study” re- 
vealing that “three . assassins 
killed Kennedy.” 

The article, says Post editor 
William A. Emerson Jr., “de- 



molishes the. Warren Report, - 
which was issued by the ' gov- 
ernment 10 months after th 
Dallas tragedy of Nov. 22, 196: 
and Which named a distraught 
left-wing loner, Lee Harvey Os- 
wald, as. the sole assassin. 

But does the Post expose 
“demolish” the Warren Report? 



Have any of the. widely pub- 
licized criticisms that have 
been directed againsL the r vWi 
ren Report during the last two 
years 'really destroyed its basic 



ANSWER ‘NO’ 

The answer, ,to one who has 
followed the official investiga- 
tion from * the beginning and 
who has attempted to analyze 



r 



what has . been said : about it, 
must be. a, qualified no. 

The report has so far. weath- 
ered the storm /Stirred 'by -the 
horde of independent amateur 
investigators. It has been dam- 
aged, to be sure, but it remains 
still afloat. 

It still offers the least com- 
plex and most credible explan- 
ation of what happened that 
afternoon as the presidential 
motorcade mad e a s harp south- 
West turn onto Elm st. and 
drove i past thq Texas School 
~ ’^epositofy^^ 

le "amateur investigators — 
or assassination cult, as they 
have become— stilt, spend much 
of their' time poring ' over the 
thick, blue-covered report of 
“The President’s,* ..Commission 
on the ; Assassinatfon of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy” and the 
2^ volumes of related testimony, 
exhibits’ and other miscellane- 
ous data pertai 

tin 



las events. 

WARREN WEAKNESSES 
nTheir sleuthing, particularly 
that done in 1966 by a young 
scholar named Edward Jay 

nvestigatlve methods, its 
jd theorifes^.and fi ^pres- 
entation of the factsT' **** 
Epstein and others have dem- 
onstrated rather ^ conclusively 
that the Warren ^ Commission 
did not cover every inch of 
ground, did not interview every 
single witness and *did 5 not 
weigh every bit of ^evidence be- 
fore writing its final Tepbrt.. 

What they have not --shown, 
however, is that the • commis- 
sion erred in its conclusion. 

As much as they have exam- 
ined and reexamined the testi- 
mony and evidence stored in 
the ^National Archives, as dill- 

plying scientific techniques to 
their investigative ejfforis^not 
a 
lew 
jar 
is- 





) Comes now the latest “new 
' study,” which the Post pub- 
lishes in part in its current is- 
sue and which will be avail- 
. able soon in book form. It is 
by Josiah Thompson, a 32-year- 
old philosophy professor at Ha- 
verford College .in Pennsylva- 

Thompson was a student at 
Yale University when jihe as- 
sassination ‘ occurred, and ^ he 
doubted from the beginning that 
Oswald did it. About a year 
ago, he became actively inter- 
ested in proving his assumption 
and has been one of the Na- 
tional Archives’ steady custom- 
ers ever since. 

He has spent many hburs re- 
viewing the 8mm home movies 
of the assassination taken, by 
Abraham Zapruder and has per- 
fected a method of using two 
projectors to study still slides 
of the death scene, flashing one 
and then the ‘other to simulate ; 
movement. 

He has also gone to Dallaj to 
reinterview several witnesses, 
whose testimony he believes got 
^o^ftgjhrUt from the jjVgrcgn 
Commission. On a Sunday 
ihprriihg when the traffic ’ is 
, light, he-.n as stood inLPealey 



■ ' 

Plaza and wi|h an, Abney lev 
el, which he has learned to use 
he has measured, the angles oi 
trajectory of the bullets that hi! 
Kennedy and Texas Gov. Johr 
Connally. 

BORROWED IDEAS 

He has also borrowed Ideas 
and data first presented by oth- 
er doubters. 

Thompson now believes that 
he has proved that not one but 
at least, three assassins,, were 
lying in wait for : th^; President 
as his black Lincoln rolled ’slow- 
ly by-the -Texas School ^Bocik 
Depository, or T.S.B.D., as he 
and other buffs refer to the 
building where • : the . . : Warren 
Commission : said all the shots 
were fired. 

One assassin, Thompson as- 
serts, was stationed atop a 
building on Houston ; st. , opp<H 
site the T.S.B.D., another was 
standing on the bumper of a car 
and peering over a five-foot- 
high stockade fence that ran 
along the crest of a grassy knoll 
in front of the Kennedy automo- 
bile, A third assassin (not Lee 
Harvey Oswald, who was inno- 
centl^^drinkmga'soda -pop^ ^on 
the first floor) -was perched at 
the sixth flodr . corner window of 

the^T.SrByEh'^^UiMw iiwiiiiiiinn III * 

Before the motorcade ar- 



rived, Thompson has deter- 
mined, two 1 suspicious automo- 
biles circled the plaza and park- 
ing lot behind the fence on the 
grassy knoll. The driver of one 
car was seen tailing into a ra- 
dio microphone. 

HERTZ SIGN 1 

As the big' Hertz rent-a-car 
sign atop the T.S.B.D. flashed 
jl2:30 o’clock, the assassin in 
that .building squeezed the trig- 
ger on his rifle. One and a half 
seconds later,, a second shot 
rang out from the roof of the 
Houston st. building. Then came 
a third shot from the T.S.B.D,, 
arid ? finally I a ..final shot * — 
the grassy knoji: jj 

Four shots, Thompson 
where the ? ;Warr< 

>^«ion found only tl 

"‘e e ass a s s iri s,' Thompson m-, 
Jre the Warren 7 Com- 
fsio h feu nd onbktbe^denien t- ; 



from 





iripson’ 

) yld - solve th 
lect of tin 
apoor- 
, using- 

action rifle, could T __ 

deadly accurate shots in only 
six /Seconds. 

The Warren Commission con- 
cluded that . it was possible. It 
theorized j that- Oswald’s first 
shot passed through the Presi- 
dent’s body, then proceeded on 
through Connally’s chest and 
wrist and into his leg. ■ Oswald’s 
second shot missed,- and the 
third shot crashed into; Kenne-j 
fay’s ^skull.^ 



BULLET HIT BOTH 

A. crucial point in the Warren 
Report is that the first bullet 
hit both the President and the 
governor. The Zapruder : film 
showed that only . 1.6 seconds 
lapsed between the President’s 
first reaction’ to being hit and 
Connally’s first reaction. It 
takes 2.3 seconds to work the 
bolt on Oswald’s rifle; therefore 
he could not have fired twice to 
hit both men. 

More than, any other point in 
the Warren Report, critfcf* have 
tried to disprove the “single- 
bullet” theory. 

Connally strongly insists that 
he was not hit by that first 

mission claims went through 
two men’s bodies and .'spliri- 
Uergd :MmbX Mm pf jhem , 



was later found on Connally ’-s 
stretcher. It was in perfect 
condition, to the amazement of 
ballistics experts. 

The “single bullet” theory is 
the weakest link in the Warren 
Commission theory, but it could 
have happened that way, as the 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
demonstrated in an impressive 
research effort last summer. 
CBS TROUBLE 
CBS went to the trouble and 
expense of hiring leading scien- 
tists to conduct ballistics tests 
in the laboratory. It construct- 
ed. A .sfetoryjower to simulate 
the Texas School-Book Deposi- 
tory window where the assassin 

track to propel dummy figures 
by the tower at 11 miles per 
hour. -T-: the exact speed of the 
Kennedy car and had many 
amateur and professional rifle- 
men shoot at the figures with 
a- 6.5mm .Mannlicher-Carcano 
rifle ( identical to the assassina-, 
tion weapon. 

CBS went to . far more pains 
than the ; official investigators 
had gone iri-T^. But, even so, 
its investigators had to Conclude 
that , r the vorigfeal Warren as- 
sumption was probably correct: 
There was one assassin, who 
. fired. three shots,. 

: Thompson ignores CBS’s 

information lhat 

not ^it his tKeory. It is typical 
of most of the critical reports. 
Like a ) lawyer preparing a 
brief, there is a tendency to, se- 
lect those bits of data that will 
help prove, a case and gloss 
over the data thal damage it. 

NO ACCOUNTING 
In the . Thompson theory, 
there , is no accounting for the 
three empty cartridges that the 
Dallas Police found by the win- 
dow of the School Book Deposi- 
tory. Thompson asserts that 
only two shots- were fired from 
there; if so, why doesn’t he ex- 
plain that other spent cart- 
ridge? Arid, why were no 
cartridges found behind that 
fence or ori the 
other building? 

He .relies hi 
hand; 



roof of that 




the 
say 
but 
srance 
11 the 
esent 
■eport- 
three. 
is no 
r eral.witness- 



Bpraiffeard^mp^- 

. He connects to the assassina- 
tion a host of suspicious char- 
acters, who obviously have 
made elaborate . plans and 
have at least one automobile 
equipped with a two-way radio. 
With that much planning and 
the use of modern electronics, 
is it reasonable to think ' they 



firing Italian war . surplus rifle 
with a cheap telescopic sight? 
vTHOMPSON^BOLSTERS v ■! 

Thompson bolsters’ his theory 
by pointing out that, (he Presi- 
dent’s.. body jerked 'in the 
wrong direction shortly 1 after 
he. had been hit by the fatal 
bullet. He explains, this by sur- 
mising that .'Kennedy was hit 
almost simultaneously by an- 
other shot front the' front (the 
grassy knoll) arid 1 that' the im- 
pact- from- this 1 fourth shot 
knocked him backward. Others 
might find it more logical to 



.assiime that Secret Service Ag- 
[ent. William R. Greer, who was 
.driving, accelerated the car 




more Jffiendly ; 
)avjd Liffcod 
. M student, j 

solve “The Greatest Murder , the 

Mystery of .'the Age.” ' it is spira 



their ambition and dream, tril- 
lions of Americans are wait- 
ing anxiously to learn if New 
Orleans 
James Garri 
the track of an assassination 
plot, or if he is trying to 
squeeze some personal notorie- 
ty out of a national tragedy.: 
The buffs believe in Garri- 
son, and $6 me of ^ them ' Ore 
suppressing their al 
powering urge to th< 
after iGarr}^ ^-- ^ 
the man; he 
volvemerit in 
Plot. 

AMATJEl 
Meanwhile, 
low an tiiicre 

:e ap< 
fexclusi 
i of W; 
sion testimony 
mation. For 
trying to find the -•51 
sins” from the existing/ uaic 
has become a game, like soli- 
tajre, to fill otherwise lonely 
hours. , . . 

_ Before the assassination bug 
ht -them, many were avid de- 
tective, story readers. Most 
also seem to share . a general 
distrust for government and a 
belief in. conspiratorial politics. 
The true believers have vir- 



spirafi 
were 
tiding place. 
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